The structure of human MHC class II genes.
The class II molecules of the human major histocompatibility complex bind intracellularly processed peptides and present them to T-helper cells. They therefore have a critical role in the initiation of the immune response. A salient feature of the class II molecules is their polymorphism. It has been shown that some autoimmune diseases are associated with certain class II alleles. This article reviews the basic structural features of class II molecules, and the genes encoding them as well as mechanisms governing the development of their extraordinary polymorphism.